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The following is the unedited contents of a Communist Party of India 
(CPI) Gentral Secretariat communication to all Party members concerning 
P, C, Joshi. The document contains: — 


(1) A statement of the CPI's dissatiafection with Joshi’ s 
India Today; 


(2) An extract from an article in india Today, August 1951; and 


(3) A copy of a letter sent by the Secretariat to Joshi, 
Castigating him for his editorial sins in India Today.+ 


EAR OA AL WX HES ERDAS ITE Fn aha 


Dear Comrades, 


Com. P, CG. Joshi, as you all know, was readmitted into the Party in May 
1951, on the ground that his expulsion had been wrong and unjustified. 
The Central Committee (CC) did not take any definite decision about the 
journal India Today which he had already started beyond stating that he 
should not issue anything independently of the Party. 


the Politburo (PB) meeting that took place on 29 Mey, two days after the 
CC meeting had ended, discussed this question, It felt that although it 
was not desirable that a comrade like Joshi who had been the General Secre- 
tary of the Party for 12 years should de allowed to continue a Jjoarnal 
which the Party Centre, for various Teagons, Was not in a position to 
guide, it would be inadvisable in the existing circumstances and inner- 
Party situation to direct him to stop the journal. Such a step, the PB 
thought, might create misunderstanding and bitternese. At the same time, 
the PB felt that if Joshi expressed in his journal views not in conformity 
with the line of the Party, 1t was bound to create confusion in the Party 
ranks. 


The PB therefore asked Prakagh “to meet Joshi, discuss the matter 
with him and explain to him the FB's attitude towards his journal. 


Comrade Joshi had understood the GC resolution to mean that the CC haa 
decided to stop his journal and he expressed strong resentment against 
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this "factional decision" as he characterized it; 


Com, Prakash assured Com. Joshi that such was not their intention but that 
the paper ghould not be conducted in a way that demages tha party or that 
Xa inconsistent with the line and Polidy of the Party and its slogans. He 
Hade some criticiem of the first issue of Ipdia Today. 


Comrade Joshi was aleo asked to withdraw from circulation the “inner-party 
documenta” which he had been circulating. Hoe pleated that they bad already 
gone out and were in the hands of the readers. 


Subsequently, when the PB found that even in the duly number of Indie Today 
Joshi had advertised the "Inner-Party documents” it felt compelled to write 
to him to stop such practice and hand over all copies of the documents to 
the United Provinces Provincial Organiging Gonmittes (UPPOC) Secretary, 


In the July number of Indja Today, an article appeared on the Erighak-Macdoor 
Praja Party which the PB members considered incorrect and which therefore 
had to he openly criticized in Cross Bonds. 


Ih the August number of India Today, Joshi has written an article which we 
consider to be highly objectionable and disruptive and a violation of ali 
Party principles. Further, we are of the opinion that the political outlook 
that permeates the article 1s dangerous. Since the subject-matter i¢ not 
one which can be discussed publicly we have decided to senda to sll comrades 
the relevant part of Joshi's article and our letter to hin. 

While our letter was being drafted, we received the September number of 
iodia Today in which Comrade Joshi has openly attacked the Party's slogan 

of withdrawal of the Kashmir issue from U0 ae “irresponsible demazogy" : 

In the last paragraphs of aur latter to Joshi, ve have dealt with this point 
ALSO. 


GREETINGS, 
SECRETARTAT , 


P, G. JOSHI 


FROM INDIA TODAY ~ atGust 195} 


Quite a number of Trade Union leaders had promiped to write for india Today 
but not one of them had kept his promise, The excuse was being too busy, 
but the reality ia that there is not enovgh clarity of mind yet to be able 
Oo write with confidence. So I thought of getting the correspondents of 
nia Today to interview the leaders of old respected Trade Unions and get 
hem to speak out on the probleme of Trade Union revival, It was with this 
pastennent that I went to Kanpur on duly 10. I had elready written to 
Pantogsh Chandra Kapur, the General Secretary of the Magdoor Sabhs, about the 
pbject of my visit and he organized in his room a heart-warming meetine * 
he four of us, sll FURANE KANPURWALE (01d Kanpur hands): Sonelal, 

pecond in mass popularity only to Yusuf, Ashok Bose whom the workers call 
VARKIL SAHEB not because he ig professionally a lawyer, but because he has 
peen appearing on their behalf in the Lahour Commiasioner's Court, myself 
and Santoshi himself. 


explained to Sonelal the importance of this feature of India Today: let 
im recount hie experiences of the recent past and the present in rebuilding 
years of sectarianism. In subse- 
ent issues leaders of other Trade Union centres will be invited to express 
henselvesa and thua there will be the much-needed pooling of experience and 
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y would have done its bit towards collecting local experiences 
Gen serve as a solid basis for formmlating sound Trade Union 
tactica. , 


RESULTS OF SECTARTANI SM, 


My first question was: ‘What has been the actual damage done to Masdoor 
Sabha by three years of sectarianism?" 


Sonelal's genial looke suddenly disappeared and he said with utmost 
indignation: *CHAUPAT BO GAYA (Everything got smashed up); EAMBED 
CRAUPAT! Ag he took time to cool down Ashok stated "Never again will 

we let anyone play with Mazdoor Sabha newer again will we let the false 
sense of loyalty render us pagsive. Nothing ig left, literally nothing: 
we have te start all over again, You must have seen the Magdoor Sabha 
office grounds. Do you remenber your o1d slogan of making it the best 
perk in Kanpur with workers’ labour and money? Ses, what has become of 
it? I admitted that tears came to my eyes as I saw the vast grounds let 
out to the building contrantors who had piled up all round their bricks 
and sand. It looked so out of place and ugly, and wheat le worse there 
Was ng ‘place left even to hold workers’ rallies, Ashok went on? "If the 
sectarians had a few more montha they would have let out on hire the 
Mazdoor Sabha building too!" Kanpur is among the few places where tha 
workers bave their own building for Trade Union Office, a meeting hall and 
erounds, , 


TALUWALI HARPALY 


fn the meanwhile Sonelal had pulled himself up. He stated that sectnrianisn | 
in Kanpur, unlike other places, began not after but Just before the Second 
Congress of the Party, with the January, 1948 Textile General Strike which 
the workers call ALUWALI HAaRTAL. (The Potato strike; from the fantastic 
vise in the price of potatoes during thoge days which figured prominently 

in the strike agitation.) Kanpur workers had won fever concessions during 
the war days and 80 their post-war @iscontent was intense but the organisa- 
tional position was weak and the INTUS had successfully penetrated ihto some 
mills. So the bueses' game was to precipitate a ponature General Strike, 
smash up the Mazdoor Sabha and clear the ground for the INTUC, ‘The owners 
backed up by the Government had tried the gane tvice and both times the 
Mazdoor Sabha leadership had guecesefully fought back the offensive through 
strike action and hed retreated in time to consolidate the gaing snd under- 
bake serious preparations for well-planned General Strike. 


When the new (Sectartan) line came in December, 1947 and heated discussione 
for the Party Congreas began, Kanpur wae made the first victim of experi~ 
menting with the new line. FProvocations from the tosses were mounting and 
our then leadership rushed headlong into the trap. The General Strike vee a 
migerable failure, We lost all our cadres except a few wha had gone under 
groung in time. 150 experienced worker militante were arrested, including 
alnoet all the oemboers of Mill Committees. We thus lost our live links 
with the mase of workers inside the mills and the fatlure of the strike 
damaged our mase influence which the INTUC was not slow to explait. 
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fhe contact with the second layer of worker contacts wae being painfully 
rebuilt when in the June 1948 Victoria M111 Strike ultra-left slogans were 
given which 201 ta further loss of morale among the militants. 


fhe Governnent pressed home 1ts offensive. In lete 1948, the entire District 
Committee of the Party got arrested. Raids on and search of Masdoor Sabha 
office and nilitente’ homes became a regular ocourrence. Ag the 9 March 
railway strike agitation began, there was & round-up of the vemmining esdres. 


fhe more links we lost with the mass of workers, the more "left" we went in 
words. Galles for GeneralStrike were given every other day and none cane 
off, demoralizing the workere and making us the laughing-stock among the 
politicaily-minded intelligentela. 


We had Tive or gix functioning branches of the Mazdoor Sabba. They all 
Closed down. Workore stopped coming to thé Magdoor Sabha office; and 
ultimately it too remained closed most of the time. 


The Kanpur worker repudigted the sectarian policy by not carrying it out 
in practice; but just beoause it was Party policy, it demoralized him, 
Old worker militants tried, in various polite ways, to escape keeping 
contact with the under-ground leaders. Workers’ Party membera expressed 
their inability to work either ineide the mill or in the locality. 
Bickerings began and demoraligation grew and grew and gripped all. 


HOD FLAG BLACKED 


formerly, the Mazdoor Sabha had the greatest ROB (prestige) in the Labour 
Commissioner's office. Workers used to bring their cases to us and all 
admitted that our leaders argued and defended the workers’ cases most 
effectively. Their painetaking work bad won all the relief that was 
possible to extract from the Labour Commisgioner. Under seaturian influence, 
wa gave up thie work on principle. The INTUC and the Socialists stepped 
into our place and increased their contacts and influence thereby and at 

our cost. 


"In a word, comrade, the sectarians 414 everything to blacken the Red Flag," 
atated Sonelal........ 


12 September 1951 
Dear Com. P. 6. Joshi, 


In the August number of India Today which unfortunately we received very 
late this time, we read the reportage "Red Flag in Kenpur” published by 
you in your own nane. 


The publication of such an article in the open prese raises grave political 
and organizational issues which you who occupied the position of General 
Seoretary of the Party for 12 years ought to have realized. What mattera 

is not whether you have correctly reported what comrades Sonelal, Ashok 
Bose and others reported to you. Since you are a Party member, they ted 
avery right to discuss the tactios of the Party with you and freely express 
their views. The question ia whether it was right on your part to publish 
auch things in open press. 
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Yad the UP Provincisl Committee, Kanpur District Comittee, or even the 
Hazdoor Sabha fraction discussed these matters and come ta a conclusion? 
Even if they had done so, aid they authorize ite publication? Under which 
article of Party Constitution and by what cannon of Party practice did you 
decide to publish in the open preas opinions expressed to you by party 
menvers in tha course of private discussion? 


The so-called review of the past that you have presented in the first twe 
pages of your article 1a a one-sided and distorted presentation of histary. 
It may contain gome correct points bet the whole basic outlook is wrong. 
More, it contains vile slandere egainst the Party. 


Your "review" flows from the bankrupt reformist thesis that repression 

is mainly the regult af sectarianiom, a thesia which the Party rejected 
long ago, 8 thesie which isa factunliy wrong, which glosses over the crines 
ef the Government, faile to rouge revolutionary indignation againat 1%. 
Farther you wrote "when the new (sectarian) line came in December, 1947..." 
May we know which Farty document, which international authority permitted 
you to make auch a sweeping generalization about the entire line since 
December 19477 


Your article not merely gives a distorted and one-sided understanding of 
the past, 1¢+ makes gloomy defeatist and demaralizing generalizations about 
the present. Wa can understand comrades Sonelal and Ashok saying "Svery~ 
thing got smashed up", "Nother ie left, literally nothing". We can under 
etend thelr feelings - but vas it your job ta publish such expressions, 
or was it your job to counter such sentiments by pointing ont the truth 
that everything 15 nod amashed up, that hatred againet the Government was 
never sa strong as today, that despite the serious migtakes committed by 
us which did grave damage, our Party is looked upon by the mass of people 
ag the most fighting Party in the countyy, a party which never betrayed 
them but which stood by them unlike the treacherous Right-Wing leadership 
of the Socialist Party? Instead of rousing comrades, instead of shaking 
off despondency, you glorify defeatiam ~-, and call that reportage. Even 
the facts given by you in your own article show how false the all-is-smashed- 
up estinate is. 


Not content with all this, you approvingly quote Comrade Sonelal who 1s 
supposed to have said "sectarians did everything to blacken the Red Flag" 
and you give "Red Tlag blackened" as one of the sub-headings of your article! 


You know well that even when eriticlging the many outrageously reformist, 
sectarian and class collahorationist mistakes of the war period, the Party 
hae never, so far ae we remember, used auch falee and slanderous termes in 
relation to Party members even in inner-Party documents, but you publish 
them in an open journal. And you claim that yours is a "patriotic and 
democratic" journal. What kind of patriotiem 1s it, what kind of democracy 
ig it, that permits you to spread vile slanders against the Party, to 
propagate the lia that Communists have "blackened the Red Flag"? 


Contrast what you have written with what ve said about the Party in the 
Election Manifesto = a document which you know has been published in the 
Lasting Peace and Peeples’ Democracy (LPFD) journat and Pravda. 


"Tens of thousands of Communists have been thrown in jails and detention 
camps, thousands have been tortured and killed bot the Red Plag has never 
been Lowered before the oppressors." 


Perhaps you will call this sheer demagogy. 


Contrast what you have written with what even Pandit Nehru said in the 
AICC meeting about members of our Party, about their "epirit of sacrifice, 
&reat zeal, and robust confidence" and you will see the length to which you 
have gone, the depth to which you have sunk while playing the self-asgumed 
role of crusader against sectarianian, 
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You will of course argue like a lawyer that you denounced not 481] Party 
- menbera but only "sectarians’. ‘Such quibbling may appear “clever” in a 
bourgeola court of law but it has no place inside the Communist Party. 
Neither sectarians nor reformists blackened the Red Flag. Those who 
betray the workers, go over to imperialists and the vested interests and 
dishonour the Re& Flag blacken their own faces - not the Red Flag which 
no powar on earth can dlecken. 


Even if Comrade Sonelal did say what you have reported, 1t was your duty 
as a Communist, as a loyal Party member, to pull him up, to point out how 
wrong he was instead of giving wide publicity to 14. 


Self-criticisam 1a necessary, self<-criticlam ig essential but what you hava 
done in a gossipy, light-hearted and casual way and in cheap journalistic 
style is not self-oritioiem but indulgence in vile slander against the 
Party, slendere that even the avowed anaes of the Party have hesitated 
to spread. 


What ie quite obvious now ig thet when we asked you to stop publishing 

and cirevlating your "inner-Party documents" on your own - which you 
continned to do despite ovr direction till the end of duly at least - 

you hit upon the device of fighting the Party by interviewing individual 
comrades, picking up fr'm what they said only that which suited you and 
presenting their stray remarks as profound generalizations. The immense 
demsge that you are doing by all] this, the defentist spirit and contempt 
for the Party that you are oreating, you never see for reasons best 

known to yourself, reasons which however are becoming more and more evident 
to many ather comrades also. 


Perbapa you will say that since Trade Union comradea whom you asked to write 
for India Today did not keep their promise for they did not have “enough 
clarity of mind yet to ba able to write with confidence", you who possessed 
that "clarity of mind" and that "confidence" had to do the job yourself on 
the basia of your "interviews" with the working claas leaders. 


We know that whatever else may have been your shortcomings in the recent 
past, "lack of confidence’ has not been one of them. While, after the 
colossal mistakes that we all have committed again and again, all the rest 
of ug have acquired a certain amount of "diffidence”, whether in reviewing 
the past except in a broad and general way - or in giving slogang for the 
pregent without pooling together our collective experience and without 
thorough discussion, you have rushed ahead giving your generalizations 
about the past and slogans for the present on every issue and for erery 
front. 


Such self-confidence on the part of any comrade would have been commendable, 
provided 1t had a basis in reality. But what makes you think that you have 
alwaya correctly and realiatically asseased the situation and are therefore 
competent to carry out single~handed the task which you have taken upon 
yourself, without being asked to do so by any Party Unit {sc far as we know) 
and publish the results of your efforts? 


We wish to remind you that this al1]~1s-enashed-up—nothing-remaings 1¢e not a 
new thesis eo far ag you are concerned. Many of us, including myself, 
tended to draw too gloomy a picture of the present aituation some time back. 
But with you, this outlook is nat a product of this mrticular period. 

Ever since the end of the war you have been putting forward this thesia - 
doggedly, vehemently and despite all the experience to the contrary - the 
thesis that the picture is dark and gloomy, the thesie that the Party is 
either emashed up or about to be smashed up. 


Tf you want, if comrades want, we shall substantiate this statement of 
ourg on the basis of the successive "noteea" you placed before the CC ever 
since the end of the war and the speeches you made - notes and speeches 
which show that you never saw a ray of hope even when we were in the midst 
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of the mightiest upsurge in the history of our class and our people. But 
we do not want to do that and we do not think you will ask up te do that, 
You know thet again and again, your estimation, your predictions, your | 
slogans have provad to be no leas wrong than those of anyone else. You 
know aiso that on several occasions your estimation and your slogans based 
on that estimation proved to be more wrong than anyone else - you cm alsc, 
with perfect justification, say tha same about each one of us. You kmow 
therefore there ig no ground for you to feel any more "self-confident" 
than others on the basis of your past. This applies to the recent past 
also, ag you know very well. 


Ever since we founded thé Party, all of us have committed mistakes, all 
of us have been guilty of left-sectarianilem and reformien, all of us have, 
on 4ifferent oocasions, advocated policies of panicky retreat or rash 
advance. Our weak Marxisn, our inability to grasp the complexity of the 
situation, our failure to learn from the masses have landed us again and 
again into serious mistakes, The Party and the movement have paid heavily 
for this. ; 


But that is only one side of the picture. We have also big achievementa to 
eur credit and the achievements are not the monopoly of any particular 
"period", We have to make a clear break with previous mathods of "reviewing" 
the past, of dividing the history of the Party into "reformist period”, 
"sectarian periods" and so on methods which are a mockery of Marxian- 
Leninism, which do not enable us to draw correct lessons from our past 
history and struggles and breed cysiciam and contempt for the Farty. 


We have to re-assese the entire history of the Party, of all "pariods", 
anew, and learn their lessona.. 


Hence the need for modeaty on the part of ali of us, hence the necessity 
for making a sober and balanced estimate of the past by pooling together 
the collective experience of the Party, henoe the necessity of thorough 
discussion among comrades before giving slogans. 


You, however, do not seem to feel the need for all this. You seem to think 
that, because others have committed mistakes, you have been proved to be 
right and have therefore won the privilege of spreading confusion by giving 
your own "analyses" and your own slogans, to preach again your 014 

defeatiat and demoralizing thesis which played havoc in the past and is a 
most sexvlous obstacle in the path of the strengthening of the Party today 
and to burl vile slanders againat the Party and Party members in the name of 
fight against sectarianism. 


Tt is not a question of raising falee hopes, of creating iliusions among 
our comrades, it le a question of giving them a sober ané balanced estimate 
of the sliuation. We do not want in the least to minimize the mistakes 

of the past, nor the damage they have dona, but we do want comrades to 
realize that there is no cause for despondency, no cause for despair. The 
masses Go not look upon us ag traitors, as enemies. They are not hostile 
towards us. Whatever nistakes have been committed by us, we have not 
betrayed the psople and their struggles. We have stood by the people, 

we have defended them with all our might - even at the cost of our lives. 
We have not biackened the Red Flag = we have reddened 1% with our own 
blood. We stood single-hended against the entire might of the Nehru 
Government. The people realize this, they respect ua and love us. They 
haie the Congress and the Congress Government for what they did against the 
Party and regret that they, the people, could not defend us - their Party ~ 
effectively against the terroristic offensive of the enemy. They regret 
that we committed many foolish mistakes, as they call it, and they are 
happy that we are able, in many areaa, to come in their midst again, 

hold their meetings and lead then. Released Communista are greeted by tens 
of thousands everywhere. The program of the Party and the Mlection Manifesto 
have been hailed by them, 
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Such is the experience of comrades in all provinces where we have restarted 
mass work in earnest. The masses hate the Government as never before and 
look upen.us as the Party that can lead them. They have seen the faces of 
all parties and they kmow who are their real fslends. 


Such ig the experience even of Kanpur as can be seen from the columna of 
Nava Sabera. One need only refer you to the meeting addressed by Aruna 
Asaf Ali and the mighty gathering that cheered Comrade Yusuf on 2 September. 


This is what corresponds to the reality and not the defeatist, demoralized 
and demoralizing picture you have drawn. 


When our Secretary met you in June, he drew your attention to the editorial 
of the first issue of Indian Today ~- in which you had written a lot about 

the “current wave of frustration”, about "our suffering people" and about 
the "broken hearte of Indien patriote” but gata not a word about the 
coloseal growth of political avakening in the country, the indignation and 
hatred against the Congrees, the struggle of the people, the urge for 
militant unity. You based yourself on the "frustrated" upper stratum of 

the petty-burgsoisie and not on the masses and thia you thought was "a 
sclentific analysis of ths Indian problems”. In the whole editorial there 
was not a word about the struggles of the maases, even about thelr awakening. 


All this was pointed out to you but 1% does not peom to have had any effect. 


You either do not see the masses at all, or even if you do, you see only 
the "suffering masses" and not the fighting masses - a petty-bourgecia 
humanitarien and not proletarian revolutionary outlook. 


4 remark of Ashok Bose which you have printed is: "Never again shall we 
let anyone play with the Magdoor Sabha, never again shsll we let a falee 
sense of loyalty render us passive". Comrade Ashok expressed befare you, 

a Party member, resentment against the way things had been done in the 
past and about his determination, not to allow a false sense of loyalty to 
Gisrupt mass organizations. But what object could you have in publishing 
thia in the open preas unless you wanted to undermine all discipline and 
unity inside the Party ~ unity and discipline which are being built again ~ 
and make the Party an object of ridicule? 


We have just now seen the September number of India Today in which you have 
come out openly against the slogana of the Party, under the heading "Demegogy 
of the left". This is what you write, in your own name, on page 5s 


"IT HAS SADLY TO BE ADMITTED THAT THE SLOGANS ADVANCED BY THE LEFTS 
ARE LEST ONLY IN WORDS, BUT IN REALITY, CONSTITUTE IRRESPONSIBLE 
DEHAGOGY. : 

“One of the slogans from some of the left elements is to withdraw 
the Kashmir issue from the UNO, The gatple anewer to this is that 
1% cannot be done without India withdrawing from the UNO itself. 
if thia bankrupt counsel is glorified as consistent with anti-~- 
imperielisn, how will the persistent efforta of People's China to 
get into the UNO be slendered. It is just mouthing the left brand 
of bonrseo) o-nationalist isolationist demagogy when the urgent task 
i@ to think out a concrete course of action that will cut ont Anglo- 
American imperialist intervention and lead to a peaceful solution 
on the basis of democratic principles." (Under-lines ours.) 


You know well that it is not "some of the left elenents* but the Commumi st 
Party of India that gave thie slogan of withdrawal of the Kashmir issue 
from the jurisdication of the UNO. You know that even in the latest 
document of the Party, "fhe Blection Manifesto" the Nehru Government has 
bean criticized by us for not doing this. You have seen also that the LPPD 
Journal and the PRAVDA with "bourgeois-nationelist-isolationist-demagogy" 
and “irresponsible demagogy".© At the rate you are going, one would not 
be surprised if you did even then. 
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You are abusing the permission we gave to you to continue your paper. You 
are using it to vilify the Party and to propagate your own line which has 
nothing in comman with the line of the Party. Appropriating the title 
of Gomrado Rajni Palme Datt's historic book for your journal, without his 
permission so far as we know, you are using it to fight the Party, to 
oppoae end ridioule its elogsans, to bring the Party into disrepute. Have 
you ever thought whose cause you are serving thereby? If not that of the 
enemies of the Party? And you had the audacity some time dack to demand 
that the Centre should direct a bookshop where Party comrades wort to. 
compulsorily stock and sell your paper and you threatened te denounce 
them publicly if they did not do so, What do you take the Party to be? 
What do you take yourself to be? 


We do not want to take any decision on these enti-Party activities of 
yourg - except in a full meeting of the CC, Eut we want to tall you that 
you are seriously mistaken if you think that any unit ef the Party, any 
honest Party member, will tolerate the deliberate and persistent defiance 
of tha Party by you. 


Please send your reply to this letter immediately so that it can be placed 
before the OC, 


GREETINGS, 
PROKASH® 
FOR SECRUTART a? 


PS. - We are clroulating this letter among all Party menbers. 


EE EBERT SIEM OY 


1. Comment. The clash between the OPI and Joghi's India Today 
Vas firat mentioned in early July 1951 by on independent, usually 
reliable source with contacte in the Indian Home Ministry. The present 


report goss into considerably greater detail. 


Zo G. - Note that gome element of this sentence seems 
to be miseing. 


3; GREE Consent. This name cannot be identified. It is believed 


to be a cryptonym, There seems no reagon to believe that the document 
is false. 
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